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The phenomenon of non-take-up of social security benefits has social policy implications and is therefore a relevant subject for study for social policy analysts. This Non-take-up and the functioning of social policy Non-take-up -- (Knegt 1986 (Leibfried 1976; Foster 1983; Taylor-Gooby 1976 (Dumont 1987 (Gustafsson 1987) .
Ivest Germany
In West Germany the first indications of nontake-up were found in a study on poor families with children (Knechtel 1960) . Blume (1970) found that non-take-up was one of the factors contributing to poverty among the elderly. When discussions on poverty revived in west Germany in the mid-1970s, non-takeup became a subject of concern. Since then estimates about the non-take-up of Sozialhilfe (a means-tested 'safety-net' benefit) have been made on a regular basis (Geissler 1976 (Toeslagenfonds 1989 (Kerr 1982a; 1982b (Craig 1989) Supplementary Benefit: a feasibility study (Kerr 1982b) followed by a main study (Kerr 1983; in Kerr 1982a Craig (1989) suggests that some of Kerr' s constructs need refinement, we think that refining the 'knowledge'-factor deserves a high priority. Attention should be paid not only to the minimum level of knowledge about the scheme necessary to initiate the trade-offs between promoting and deterring factors, but also to the ways in which people receive or actively seek information (for example Graham (1984) Oorschot and Schell (1989 (Craig 1989) . See for an exception e.g. Millar (1989: 90-8) .
6 Exceptions are the studies of Ritchie and England (1989) and Konings and in 't Groen (1989) , in which the (non)take-up of different benefits by households was measured simultaneously. 9 For detailed information on the history of (non)take-up research in Britain, see Corden (1983); Falkingham (1985) ; Craig (1989) ; research by van Oorschot and Kolkhuis (1989) and van Oorschot and Schell (1989) Bijsterveldt (1975) and Richardson and Naidoo (1978) . See Craig (1989) (Craig 1989 ).
